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Wellesley-Weston Kids Ride Helps Bring Cancer Research
Closer to the Finish Line

Sustainable Commitment Preserves Forests Forever

 

     
natural, wooded land will sequester a total of
41,366.60 pounds of carbon dioxide2 every year, 
the equivalent of 2,010.71 gallons of gasoline3 

saved annually.  Since the forest protected 
through this program can never be developed, 
the environmental benefits it creates will 
continue forever.

     “As a construction company responsible for 
building and remodeling homes and using 
significant natural resources in the process, we 
are deeply concerned about the environmental 
impact of buildings – the biggest contributor to 
greenhouse gas emissions,” said Daniel Paquette, 
Woodmeister’s chief sustainability officer. 
“�e one-to-one commitment is a concrete, 
visible way that we can help reduce both our 
corporate and our clients’ carbon footprints.”

     �e 1:1 Sustainable Commitment is part 
of Woodmeister’s “rational sustainability” 
initiative, which embraces common sense 
green building strategies.  “�ese include how 
we plan and build houses, operate our 
manufacturing and office facilities, deal with 
our waste, and help our clients with their 
home construction decisions,” Paquette said. 
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The mark of 
Responsible forestry
xxx-xxx-xxx-xxxxxx

The Master Builder Advisor is printed 
with soy-based inks on FSC certified 
paper made from 10% total recovered
fiber.  Please help our green efforts by 
recycling this newsletter or passing it 
on to others.

     To receive future issues electronically
and to give us your comments, email
editor@woodmeister.com
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The Woodmeister
1:1 Sustainable 
Commitment
pledges to preserve 
one square foot of 
native forest for every 
square foot of new 
construction or 
remodeling work
completed.

 

 
 

 

 

  

   

On June 6, 750 children from ages 3 to 13 
will snap on helmets, climb onto a tricycle or 
bicycle and pedal hard to raise money for life-
saving cancer research and treatment as part of
the 4th Annual Pan-Mass Challenge Wellesley-
Weston Kids Ride.  �is year, a sponsorship by 
Woodmeister Master Builders will give the young 
riders a real finish line to cross when they 
jubilantly complete their rides at Babson College.

    “One of the things our ride has lacked in the 
past is an honest-to-gosh finish,” said Beth 
Terrana, Wellesley resident and co-chair of the 
event. “�e funds from Woodmeister will allow 
us to create an actual finish line, so these kids 
can feel the thrill of victory and a real sense 
of accomplishment.”

     According to Beth, Woodmeister’s donation
helps make it possible for 100 percent of the 
money raised by the young riders to go to the 
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute.  Last year, the 
Wellesley-Weston event, the largest of the 33 
PMC Kids Rides, raised nearly $140,000.  
It continues the 31-year Pan-Mass Challenge 
tradition, an annual bike-a-thon for adults that 
has raised $270 million for cancer research. 

 

 

    
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

     �e Wellesley-Weston kids ride dovetails
beautifully with Woodmeister’s commitment to 
support youth development, according to Ted 
Goodnow, the company’s founder and CEO. 
“We were impressed with what these children 
have accomplished to help others,” he said. 
“�e Kids Ride is the result of some very caring 
children taking the initiative, and we couldn’t 
be prouder to be part of their efforts to put an 
end to cancer.”

            �e idea for a
             kids ride was 
             hatched several
                                                     years ago when 
             an 11-year old, 
Ryan Wilkinson of Medfield, wanted to ride in 
the PMC, but was too young for the minimum 
age of 15.  “He pouted for a week or two and 
then said, ‘well if I can’t ride the PMC, then I’m 
going to do my own PMC,’ ” said Billy Starr, 
PMC founder and executive director. Ryan 
organized his own ride, made up t-shirts, sold 
lemonade, and engaged the interest of his parents 
and others. According to Billy, one day Ryan 
“walked into my office and said, ‘I’m here to 
give you a check for $5,000.’ ”

    �e first official PMC Kids Ride took place in
2005, and the Wellesley-Weston event began a 
year later, at the initiation of Wellesley resident 
Madeleine Smith, who was 12 at the time. 
“Madeleine said to her mom, ‘I think it would 
be really great to have one of these rides, maybe 
we should start one,’ Beth Terrana explained. 
“�e first year we had about 200 kids, and for 
the past two years, we’ve sold out at 750.”   
    

2 A mature forest sequesters approximately 5,400 lbs of carbon or 
19,840 lbs of CO2 per acre annually. CO2 calculation was determined by 
using the United States Environmental Protection Agency guidelines for 
carbon sequestration in forestry – www.epa.gov/sequestration.
3 One pound of CO2 to 20 gallons of gas calculation was determined by 
using the United States Department of Energy guidelines – 
www.fueleconomy.gov.
 

    

To explore Woodmeister’s 1:1 Sustainable 
Commitment and rational sustainability 
initiative, visit bit.ly/WMB1to1.



Welcome MESSAGE
from Chris Komenda, Marketing Manager, Woodmeister Master Builders

Jay Scully Named a
Community Hero

The American Red Cross of Central and 
Eastern Massachusetts honored Jay 
Scully, Woodmeister’s Director of Human 
Resources, at their 8th Community 
Heroes Breakfast on March 25.  Jay has 
donated blood platelets every other 
Thursday for 25 years, undergoing the
two-hour procedure 24 times a year. 
Currently, he is directly cross-matched 
with a 10-year old boy, who has leukemia.   
Congratulations and thanks, Jay!

Beth Cohan Receives 
Green Designation
In-House Counsel and Site Specialist Beth
Cohan received the National Association 
of Realtor’s
Green 
Designation
this spring.  She
completed 18 hours of instruction, giving 
her the tools to understand and market 
properties with green features.

Dan Paquette in Green
Leadership Role
Daniel Paquette, chief sustainability officer, 
was elected Vice Chair of the RI chapter of 
the United States Green Building Council 
(USGBC), of which he is a founding member. 
He is also the founding chairman of the RI 
Builders Association Green Building sub-
committee and, in April, received the 
Graduate Master Builder designation from
the National Association of Home Builders.

To the Point
A Woodmeister coastal home construction 
project was featured in 
the March/April 2010 
issue of Design New 
England.  Read the 
full-length article at 
bit.ly/tothepoint. 

 

           

In 1986, before graduating as the top 
cabinetry student in his class at Worcester 
Vocational High School, Kevin Green arrived
on a Saturday morning for his first day of 
work at Woodmeister.  “I got there at 6 
o’clock, and the shop was completely empty 
and tools were everywhere,” he recalls. 

      “They were all out on an install.  I looked 
around to see what I should do and started 
picking up tools and putting them on 
benches.  After that I started blowing 
dust off the walls, and there was dust 
everywhere.  Ted (Goodnow) came running
in and said,  ‘Enough cleaning - you’re going 
to mess the place up!’ ”

       Six months later, Kevin became an
 installer’s assistant and a year after that was 
back in the shop with his eyes set on becoming 
foreman.  He started leading his own projects,
was promoted to shop foreman in 1992 and 
from there became a project manager.  Today, 
he oversees all operations and business 
development for the millwork division. 

     Kevin remembers the early years as  “a 
lot of fun.  We didn’t have the equipment 
we have today, computerized machines that 
cut or router the wood for you.  You had to 
figure out how to get it done.  That was 
always challenging.”

     

Company NEWSCompany NEWS

Meet the Master Builder: 
Kevin Green, VP/Millwork

Five Under 40
Woodmeister is a proud sponsor of 
New England Home’s 
5 Under 40 Awards, 
spotlighting the 
hottest emerging 
residential design 
talent in New England.  
Winners will be announced in the magazine’s 
May/June issue and recognized at a special 
reception on June 10.

Anniversaries are a theme in this issue of 
the Master Builder Advisor.  April 22 marks 
the 40th year that we celebrate Earth Day – 
and the first anniversary of Woodmeister’s 1:1 
Sustainability Commitment.  �at is also the 
day a new EPA lead law became effective, 
bringing homeowners and their families new 
protection from the risks of lead paint poisoning. 
    �is August the 31st annual Pan-Mass
Challenge bike ride will raise millions of dollars 
for cancer research and treatment.  And in 
June, the spin-off PMC Kids Ride celebrates 

    

its fifth anniversary. We are proud to be a 
corporate sponsor of the Wellesley-Weston 
Kids Ride, now in its fourth year.  �e 
entrepreneurial, “can-do” spirit behind the 
Kids Ride resonates especially with all of us 
at Woodmeister, which was founded 30 years 
ago by a teenager with a big dream.   

     Don’t miss nearby pieces about Kevin 
Green, who has been an integral part of the 
Woodmeister story, and Jay Scully, a 25-year 
blood platelet donor!

  

  

    

 

 
       

  

    

   ( continued on page 3 )    ( continued on the back ) 

Pan-Mass
Challenge
race
founder
Billy Starr
with two
PMC Kids 
Ride “stars.”

Before remodeling, a simple swab test can determine if lead
paint is present.

Site protection is necessary to avoid paint dust from penetrating 
the rest of the house.
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Wellesley-Weston Kids Ride for Cancer Research

A new Environmental Protection Agency 
rule requires that contractors follow protective, 
lead-safe work practices when renovating, 
repairing, or painting more than six square feet 
of interior space.  �e law, which became 
effective on April 22, protects homeowners 
from the risk of exposure to harmful lead dust 
and particles created by common construction 
activities such as sanding, drilling, and 
demolition.  All contractors must now complete 
a special training session to become Certified 
Lead Renovators.  

    In December, 14 Woodmeister construction 
employees took part in an eight-hour class at 
the company’s headquarters in Holden, so 
they could receive their certification by April 22.  
According to Woodmeister Human Resources
Director Jay Scully, who coordinated the
training, a cross-section of workers, including   

     Beth, who will make her 8th PMC ride this          
year and has personally raised over $1 million 
by riding, serves on the Dana-Farber board 
of trustees and just finished her term on the 
PMC board.

     �is event is “great for the kids,” she said.  
�ey’re “writing letters, emailing people, going 
door-to-door, walking dogs, selling brownies, 
even selling lemonade at the Boston Marathon 
to raise money for the ride.”  

New EPA Law Ensures
Lead Safe Construction 

Practices, including:

     

   

be able to walk in and make an evaluation about 
areas of concern.”  

     If lead paint is present, steps are taken to 
protect the rest of the house and its occupants 
from the paint dust.  �ey include containing 
the dust to within the work area and having 
workers wear protective coverings to keep dust 
off their clothing. When the job is finished, 
every surface in the remodeled rooms is cleaned 
until it passes a dust test.  “We have to make 
sure the space is clean enough for the homeowner 
to go back in,” Bill explained. 

     Woodmeister customers won’t notice a 
significant difference in how work is performed 
in their homes.  “Our team has always been 
laser-focused on the customer,” Jay said.  “We 
run the cleanest job sites out there.” 

    �e regulation is really about controlling the 
clean-up and managing the dust created from 
renovation work, according to Bill Smith, 
director of field operations.  Responsible for all 
Woodmeister employees who work on off-site 
construction projects, Bill explained that the 
lead paint dust is considered household waste, 
not hazardous waste.  “It can be put in the 
regular trash stream provided clean jobsite 
practices are followed,” he said.  “But, the dust
can be harmful if people, especially young 
children, put it in their mouths.

     “�e first step is a determination of whether 
or not the space to be remodeled contains lead 
paint.  �at can be done with a simple swab test 
of painted surfaces.  “You really can’t take it for
granted that the home doesn’t have lead paint,” 
Bill explained. “Even a newer house could have 
older decorative components, such as antique
doors, in it. Anyone from Woodmeister would  

   

  

New Law Protects Homeowners from Lead Dust 

•  Protection from exposure to harmful
   lead dust created by sanding, drilling,
   and demolition.
•  Certification of a cross section of
   workers – painters, carpenters, site
   supervisors and others involved in
   renovation work.

    

 

Homeowner SPOTLIGHT
                         New Law Protects Homeowners from Lead Dust

lifestyle technicians, painters, carpenters, and 
site supervisors, are now certified. “I fully 
anticipate that we will have another round of 
training soon to certify everyone on staff who 
is involved in renovation work,” he said.

Sustainable Commitment Preserves Forests Forever
Going GREEN

Woodmeister celebrated the first full year 
of its 1:1 Sustainable Commitment on Earth 
Day, April 22.  �e program is our corporate 
pledge to preserve one square foot of native forest 
land for every square foot of new construction or 
remodeling work we do.  During the first year, our 
craftsmen completed 88,313 square feet1 of 

construction work on homes 
throughout the northeast, 
from southern Maine to New 
York City. 
     As a result, Woodmeister 
will permanently preserve 2.03 
acres of forested land. �is 

1 Square foot calculation is based on the National Green Building Standard guidelines for ‘conditioned space.’

 


